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World Scout Conference in 2002

2002-07 Keeping Scouts Safe from Harm
The Conference

recognising that the United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Child requests States
to ensure that children are protected from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury
olr] abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual
abuse

noting that there is a growing awareness in society of the need to protect young people
from all forms of abuse

considering that Scouting is an educational Movement whose mission is to help young
people develop their full potential in accordance with the Scout Method, which involves
the effective functioning of the peer group under appropriate adult guidance

emphasising that the achievement of Scouting’s mission makes it essential for the Movement
to provide young people with a ‘safe passage’ which respects their integrity and their right
to develop in @ non-constraining environment

further emphasising that providing this ‘safe passage’ is possible only if young people are
protected from all forms of abuse, i.e. verbal, physical, sexual and emotional, neglect and
peer pressures

welcoming the fact that a number of NSOs have developed effective policies and
procedures aimed at ensuring the ‘safe passage’ for their young people in Scouting

» urges NSOs to adopt and implement policies and procedures to ensure the safe passage of
young people throughout their time in the Movement

« recommends that in developing such policies associations should ensure that legal
requirements within a country, and the standards set out within the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, are met

« further recommends that NSOs ensure that such policies are duly reflected in the totality of
the association’s activities, in particular:

at the level of the youth programme - that it instils self-confidence and self-esteem in
young people and develops the ability to protect and express themselves

at the level of adult leadership - that recruitment policies ensure that only appropriate
adults are recruited and that all adults, irrespective of their role, receive training and
support in this area

at the level of management of the association - that policies and procedures for intervention,
including risk management, incident management and public relations are put into place

+ recommends to the World Scout Committee that tools and documents are developed to
support National Scout Organizations with this implementation

» urges the World Scout Regions to strongly advocate and support this course of action.
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World Scout Conference in 2017

2017-05 World Safe from Harm Policy
The Conference,

reaffirming Conference Resolutions 1990-16: Convention on the Rights of the Child and Safe fro m H arm xo-l *—Ill xl‘l E_II'I

2002-07: Keeping Scouts Safe from Harm,
considering the necessity to ensure that Scouting continues as a safe learning

environment for children, young people, and adults, and the critical role that aduits play |-E.i‘| A |_ 2 E _6=| H Ol = E:| -6|' H =] |' Ol (@] = -I S
in achieving this, ? ° O o o—l—le El— OE —l /1 71, _|E /] ETE Eg
considering the Member Organizations’ assessment on Safe from Harm developed by the
World Scout Committee with the support of the World Scout Bureau,
. adopts the World Safe from Harm Policy, Conference Document 9, for ensuring the
continuing well-being, healthy development and safety of children and young people during
their time in Scouting;

. resolves that any existing systems and procedures on Safe from Harm at the world level are §I _?._I a— Al -6" 4-' xl‘
now modified by the adoption of the provisions of the World Safe from Harm Policy; —_ 2O I -O
. invites Member Organizations to implement the provisions of the new World Safe from Harm
Policy;

. requests the World Scout Committee to allocate resources to support the implementation of
the new World Safe from Harm Policy through the establishment of regional networks;
. requests the World Scout Bureau to develop and distribute guidelines which support the

implementation of the new World Safe from Harm Policy. e
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World Scout Conference in 2021

2021-04 Strengthening Safe from Harm in the Scout Movement

The Conference,
acknowledging the progress that has been made through the approval of and
implementation of Conference Resolutions 1990-16, 2002-07 and 2017-05 to stress
World Scouting’s strong commitment to keeping Scouts Safe from Harm and adopt the
World Safe from Harm Policy,
acknowledging that Scouting, as a Movement of 110 years of empowering young people,
has suffered from instances when abusers have committed acts of child abuse,

. oeclares on behalf of the Scout Movement, that we

strongly condemn any abuse of young people and adults be it physical, verbal, emotional

or sexual in nature;

deplore that some have misused the Scouting Programme as a platform to commit

reprehensible acts of abuse against young people and adults;

are deeply alarmed by any cases of abuse and sincerely apologise to those victims;

°

as a values-based movement, care about the well-being of all victims - young people and
adults;
express support of the measures taken by Member Organizations to observe their ethical
and legal responsibilities towards victims of abuse;
call for positive and urgent steps to be taken at all levels, including the full
implementation of this Conference Resolution;
reaffirms the urgency of a continued and strengthened implementation of the World Safe
from Harm Policy at all levels of the Scout Movement;
requests the World Scout Committee and the World Scout Bureau to consider the
implementation of the World Safe from Harm Policy as a key priority for Member
Organlzatnons. supporting this by
strengthening tailored support to Member Organizations for them to achieve the requests
of this Conference Resolution;
creating, testing and deploying a regular assessment mechanism during the 2021-2024
Triennium to monitor compliance of Member Organizations with the World Safe from

Harm Policy;
o exploring how enforcement of compliance with the World Safe from Harm Policy as of
2025 can best be achieved while being mindful of reg and req

ensuring full integration and implementation of the Safe from Harm guidelines in all

World and Regional events, communications and resources;

ensuring a culture of learning when Safe from Harm incidents occur at World and

Regional Scout Events, to reduce the risk of future incidents;

enhancing coordination and sharing of best practices between Member Organizations;

investigating ways in which Member Organizations and the World Scout Bureau can work
g to prevent i adults from volunteering within the Scout Movement;

tequﬁ!s all Member Organizations to,

address the issue of Safe from Harm as a matter of highest priority, recognising that the

safety and mental well-being of young people and their development is at the heart of

the Mission of Scouting;

commit to reach compliance with the World Safe from Harm Policy by the 43rd World

Scout Conference, making full use of the strengthened support offered by World

Scouting;

ensuring that Safe from Harm is embedded transversally in all areas of work, in particular

education of all members, governance and communications;

o raise the awareness of young people and adults on their rights and obligations to protect

their safety and to report potential cases of abuse.
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World Scout Conference in 2024

2024-05 SAFE FROM HARM k" 7_-" g I:gl

The Conference,
recognising the evolution of Safe from Harm through Conference Resolutions and WOSM ° E=| 7|- |:|-|| 9—' |__|
Constitution article V.5.e, o

considering that safety, safequarding, and well-being are necessary to offer a safe
learning environment for children, young people, and adults in Scouting,

acknowledges the development and implementation of the Safe from Harm assessment

o
e S UEE XD Y

—

=
mechanism,
notes the annex to the World Safe from Harm policy included in Conference Document 7, e = - e = AL =
;E;f%r:ved by the World Scout Committee, as an outcome of Conference Resolution [ gl -||;_I % _9_ ?_‘l re) Sa e from H arm _Illl- El_:l ?_ él' T %I'X'" I:I'” 9" |—| =1 Dl’ El_:l
+ requests the World Scout Committee and the World Scout Bureau in the upcoming triennium
to,
o review the World Safe from Harm Policy and supporting resources to ensure alignment
with the Safe from Harm assessment mechanism and international safeguarding § o-l
standards; I e a'
further support Member Organizations taking into account their diversity of needs, to
meet the Safe from Harm standards through the full implementation of the Safe from - -
Harm assessment mechanism; S MHAL O'” H o XICIA XHOl O] Al
‘ : . , N 'Ol'o-o—l—n_E I:|_|'|=||_|'—| =0 |_|—|
> implement a mechanism to enforce compliance with WOSM Constitution article V.5.e,
while being mindful of national laws and regulations; Il = =
* call n Member Organization: ni heir coll ve ac ntability and to lead the X H |-_
calls upo ber Organizations to recognise their collective accountability to t o A~ |_ EE = —I—E

change within their organisation when it comes to protecting the rights of children and young
people, as declared in Conference Resolution 2021-04.
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